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In the Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A messaging mechanism for inter-processor communication comprising : 

a shared service processor providing a single point of contact fox a user interfacing with at 
least one line processor, the service processor in electrical communication with shared memory 
including mailboxes operable to enable communication between the at least one line processor and 
the service processor, wherein 

the service processor is operable to selectively deliver receive commands -te- from a 
respective mailbox of a selected one of said at least one line processor, and 

the g*rvi6fr at least one line processor is selectively operable to issue a system 
management interrupt to a*vy - or nil nf the at leant one l i no the service processors-, the interrupt 
signaling to the at least on e lin e- service processor to access a respective mailbox in the shared 
memoxy[.]; 

wherein the service processor is operable to access storage on behalf of the at least one 
lino processor in response to the contents _of the mailbox. 

2. (Oinemiy Amended) The messaging mechanism of claim 1, wherein the Uftfr service processor 
receiving the system management interrupt will access the command delivered to the respective 
mailbox, interpret the command and deliver an appropriate response to the mailbox. 

3. (Currently Amended) The messaging mechanism of claim 2, wherein the fae- service processor 
is operable to assert its system management interrupt line to the swiee- at least one line 
processor after delivering the appropriate response to the mailbox. 

4. (original) The messaging mechanism of claim 1 9 wherein said shared service processor further is 
electrically intercomiecicd to nonvolatile memory for storing initialization and/or boot 

inform 3rion for the service processor and at least one line processor. 
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5. Obviously ^3^^) -j^e messaging mechanism of claim J wherein the at least one line 
processor is operable lo conserve backplane bandwidth by selectively consoUdating selected 
tasks onto the service processor to reduce the number of accesses to a backplane to which the 
service processor and the at least one line processor are coupled. 

6. (Currently Amended) A method for inter^rocessor communicarion messaging comprising the 
steps of; 

providing a shared processor serving as a single point of contact for a user interfacing with 
at least one line processor, 

providing mailboxes for each of the at least one line processors and the shared processor 
enabling communication between the at least one line processor and the shared processor, 

selectively delivering commands from the shared: a line processor to a respective mailbox 
pf a g?TnrWrfHift nf cnid nt IcniT one line the shared processor, and 

selectively issuing a system management interrupt from the shared- line processor to aaj* 
^1- Ml nf fh fl- Pit lmfit on a lin & the shared processor*, the interrupt signaling to the at least on e-fore 
shared processor to access a respective mailbox in the shared memory^ 

accessing storage bv the s h ared processor on b eh alf of the at least one Jitte_ processor in 
response to the contents of the mailbox, 



7. (Cuncndy Amended) The messaging method of claim 6 ? further comprising the step of: 

causing the a£4ea$frono line shared processor to access, in response to a system 
management interrupt, the respective mailbox, interpret the command and deliver the appropriate 
response to a mailbox. 

8. (Currently Amended) The messaging mechanism of claim 7, further comprising the 

step of: 
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causing the tit - least on e liireshargd^processor to assert its system management interrupt 
line to the shared gi least one lmc_ processor to indicate that said response has been delivered. 

9. (Currently Amended) A messaging mechanism for inter-processor communication comprising: 
a shared service processor providing a single point of contact for a user interfacing with at 

least one line processor, the shared service processor in electrical communication with shared 

memory including mailboxes operable to enable communication between the at least one line 

processor and the service processor, wherein 

mc <tfre4w. ?t Innst <inc line processor is operable to selectively deliver commands to a 

respective mailbox cnlnrtrii mo of said ar least one l ine the service processor, 

the wwi^at least one line processor is selectively operable to issue a system 

management interrupt to any or all of tho at l e ast one l i n e- the service processors, the interrupt 

signaling to the ™ innst rmo lino service processor to access a respective mailbox in the shared 

memory; 

the at least one line processor operable to selectively deliver commands to mailboxes, 
wherein the commands delivered to the mailboxes by me at least one line processor are 
consolidated by the service processor to reduce the number of accesses to a backplane to which 
the service processor and the at least one line processor are coupled. 
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